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DURSLKY  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Council  Offices, 

Kingshill, 

Dursley,  Glos. 

ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL,  OFFICER  OF 
HEALTH  FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDING  3Lst  DECEMBER,  1953 

Mr.  Chairinaii,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  present  my  Annual  Report  as  required  under  the 
Sanitary  Officers  (Outside  London)  Regulations,  1935,  and  under 
headings  as  laid  down  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  in  Circular  1/54. 
Many  matters  have  been  dealt  with  and  much  achieved  by  the 
Health  Department  during  the  past  year  and  I mention  those  that 
I consider  of  most  importance  : 

Genera!  Health  of  the  District : — 

The  Death  Rate  is  higher  than  last  year,  which  was  the  lowest 
ever  recorded  in  the  District.  This  increase  was  principally  due 
to  the  number  of  older  people  who  succumbed  to  Pneumonia 
during  the  severe  weather  of  November,  December  and  January, 
1953.^ 

The  Birth  Rate  has  gone  up  to  15.26,  which  is  an  improvement 
on  last  year’s  figures  and  may  be  accounted  for  following  the 
Council’s  desire  to  rehouse  more  quickly  young  married  couples. 

The  Infant  Mortality  Rate  is  one  of  the  lowest  ever  recorded 
and  speaks  highly  for  the  care  given  to  mothers  during  childbirth 
by  General  Practitioners,  Nurses  and  Hospitals. 

During  the  year  there  has  been  no  outbreak  of  any  serious 
infectious  disease.  Scarlet  Fever  has  been  on  the  decrease — 12 
cases  as  compared  with  37  last  year.  The  epidemic  of  measles 
which  started  last  year  continued  right  up  to  September  of  this 
year.  This  means  that  the  child  population  has  now  developed 
an  immunity  in  this  District  and  it  is  unlikely  that  we  will  have 
another  epidemic  for  12-18  months.  There  was  a mild  epidemic 
of  Influenza  during  February  and  15  cases  of  Influenzal  Pneumonia 
were  notified.  This  disease  affected  mostly  the  older  age  group. 

t 

Water  Supplies  : — 

Although  95%  of  the  population  in  this  District  are  served 
with  a mains  water  supply,  there  are  many  problems  yet  to  be 
solved.  In  many  areas  the  supply  of  water  is  infrequent  due  to 
poor  methods  of  distribution.  The  new  Comprehensive  Scheme 
prepared  by  the  Consulting  Engineers  to  the  Council  has  been 
delayed  for  a long  time  but  during  the  year  it  was  got  ready  for 
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presentation  to  the  Ministry.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  there  will  be 
no  delay  in  the  granting  of  this  Scheme,  as  our  water  supply,  at 
present,  is  in  a very  precarious  position.  We  seem  to  live  from 
day  to  day  in  relation  to  water  supply  hoping  for  no  drought  and 
with  very  little  storage  facility  for  an  emergency. 

All  the  various  sources  of  supply  are  kept  under  close  super- 
vision and  sampled  regularly.  The  results  vary  from  time  to  time 
according  to  the  weather  and  local  circumstances  but  the  public 
supply  is  always  safeguarded  by  chlorination.  There  have  been 
very  few  complaints  this  year  about  a chlorine  taste  in  the  water. 

Sewerage  Schemes  : — 

During  the  year  the  Uley,  Coaley  and  Extension  to  Dursle> 
Works  Scheme  was  granted  by  the  Ministry.  This  is  a long 
delayed  project  which  will  relieve  many  public  health  nuisances  in 
those  Districts.  It  is  hoped  to  start  the  Scheme  during  1954. 

The  Wotton-under-Edge  Works  are  still  very  much  overloaded 
and  give  an  effluent  which  does  not  satisfy  the  Rivers’  Board. 

The  adjacent  village  of  Kingswood  is  very  badly  in  need  of 
sewering  and  many  nuisances  exist.  It  is  hoped  to  present  a 
Scheme  in  the  near  future  for  a new  works  to  serve  Kingswood 
and  Wotton  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  Ministry  will  see  their 
way  to  grant  an  early  enquiry  followed  by  a starting  date. 

Housing  : — 

The  Council  has  made  considerable  progress  in  housing  during 
the  post-war  years  and  in  my  opinion  the  back  of  the  problem  is 
broken  in  relation  to  the  ordinary  type  of  applicant.  However, 
there  is  another  problem  ahead  in  dealing  with  slum  property. 
The  Minister  of  Housing,  himself,  has  now  decided  that  the  time 
is  opportune  for  Councils  to  start  on  Schemes  of  Slum  Clearance. 
There  are  one  or  two  fair  sized  areas  in  Dursley  and  Wotton  which 
will  have  to  be  tackled  in  the  years  ahead,  along  with  individual 
demolitions  in  the  villages  and  countryside.  This  cannot  be  done 
without  the  co-operation  of  the  Housing  Committee  and  the 
allocation  of  a certain  number  of  houses  yearly  for  this  purpose. 
It  is  proposed  to  deal  with  an  area  in  Dursley  town  to  start  with 
and  it  is  hoped  to  make  the  representation  in  relation  to  this  during 
1954. 

Food  Hygiene  : — 

The  Sanitary  Inspectors  have  done  a lot  of  work  in  the 
sampling  of  ice-cream  and  milk  consumed  in  the  District  and  a lot 
of  their  time  has  been  devoted  to  the  improvement  of  food  hygiene 
in  shops,  restaurants  and  licensed  premises.  There  is  still  a lot  of 
work  to  be  done  in  this  field  but  already  the  public  are  becoming 
more  conscious  of  the  need  for  this  branch  of  Public  Health  work. 


This  is  borne  out  by  the  Department  receiving  complaints  direct 
from  members  of  the  general  public  during  the  year. 

Atmospheric  Pollution  : — 

1 feel  that  we  should  take  more  interest  in  this  subject  now 
that  it  has  been  incriminated  among  the  causes  of  certain  chest 
diseases  besides  tl^e  amount  of  damage  it  does  to  properties  in  the 
Area.  The  Council  will  realise  that  we  have  had  many  complaints 
concerning  fume  nuisances  from  certain  industrial  establishments 
in  the  Area.  These  are  only  partly  to  blame  and  it  may  occasion 
some  surprise  to  know  that  in  certain  parts  of  the  District  remote 
from  industry  it  is  a common  occurrence  to  bring  washing  in 
dirtier  than  when  it  was  put  out.  It  is  disconcerting  to  note,  there- 
fore, that  most  of  the  new  houses  erected  have  been  fitted  with 
open  type  fires,  or,  the  more  modern  version,  the  continuous  burn- 
ing all-night  fires  an  even  greater  menace.  This  will  eventually 
result  in  an  even  dirtier  atmosphere  being  produced  unless  smoke- 
less fuel  is  easily  obtainable  at  a cheap  rate. 

Public  Conveniences  : — 

Conveniences  in  this  District  are  well  maintained  and  cleansed 
daily  by  Staff  employed  by  the  Local  Authority,  yet  it  is  appalling 
to  see  the  disgusting  state  the  Conveniences  can  be  left  in  by  the 
public,  both  male  and  female.  Whilst  this  District  is  not  as  bad 
as  some  I have  known,  I consider  that  no  really  high  standard  of 
cleanliness  can  be  maintained  in  Conveniences  unless  there  is 
constant  supervision. 

In  conclusion,  I would  like  to  say  that  1 feel  indebted  to  the 
Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee  for  their 
advice  and  encouragement  during  the  year. 

The  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  will  be  reporting  to  you  on  other 
Branches  of  the  Health  Department’s  work,  so  it  remains  for  me 
to  again  express  my  appreciation  of  the  ^'iipport  given  to  me  by 
the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council  and  to  the  Staff  of  the 
Public  Health  Department  and  other  Departments  of  the  Council 
for  their  co-operation  and  help  during  the  year. 

I am. 


Your  obedient  Servant. 

W.  J.  DOUGLAS  COOPER, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Dursley  Rural  District  Council. 
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PART  L 


GENERAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL 

OFFICER  OF 

HEALTH 

1.— SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 

No  important  change  has  taken  place  in  the  nature  of  the  chief 

trades  carried  out  in  the  District.  They  are  : 

(1)  Agriculture  and  Allied  Trades. 

(2)  Braid  and  Loom  Elastic  and  Smallwares. 

(3)  Flour  Mill. 

(4)  Baking. 

(5)  General  Engineering. 

(6)  Electrical  Engineering. 

(7)  Carpet  Manufacturing. 

(8)  Cloth  Manufacturing. 

(9)  Paper  Pulping  Mills. 

(10)  Fibre  Box  Manufacturers. 

(11)  Wood  Turneries. 

2.— STATISTICS,  1953 

(a)  GENERAL  STATISTICS. 

Area  of  District 

26,905  acres. 

Population 

17,050 

Number  of  inhabited  properties 

5,302 

Number  of  inhabitants  per  property  ... 

3.227 

Rateable  Value  ... 

£75,428 

Sum  represented  by  Id.  Rate  ... 

£293 

Number  of  Council  Houses 

1,218 

Number  of  Requisitioned  Houses 

18 

Percentage  of  Council  Houses 

22.97 

Inhabited  Properties 

Houses 

4,904 

Farms 

169 

Houses  and  Shops 

169 

Public  Houses 

50 

Caravans 

10 

Total  : 

5,302 

Percentage  of  population  served  by  Main  water  95% 
Percentage  of  population  served  by  modern  sewers  72% 
(includes  Council  Houses  connected  to  small  disposal 

plants). 


Varying  Populations  of  Dursley  Rural  District. 

Year  Population 


1901 

1911 

1921 

1931 


11,636 

12,233 

12,560 

13,217 
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1937 

1938 

1939 

1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 


14,400 
14,600 
16,122 
16,220 
16,290 
16,610 
16,870 
17,080 
1 6,985 
17,020 
17,050 


Urban  and  Rural  District  Populations 


REGISTRAR  GENERAL’S  ESTIMATE  OF 
POPULATION  (GLOUCESTERSHIRE)  AT 

MID  1953 

Urban  : 


Charlton  Kings  U.D. 
Cheltenham  M.B. 
Cirencester  U.D. 
Kingswood  U.D. 
Mangotsfield  U.D. 
Nailsworth  U.D. 
Stroud  U.D.  ... 
Tewkesbury  M.B. 


Total 

5,894 

66,210 

11,690 

18,650 

18,490 

3,638 

16,020 

5,408 


Total  U.D. 


146,000 


Rural : 

Cheltenham  R.D. 
Cirencester  R.D. 
Dursley  R.D.  ... 
East  Dean  R.D. 
Gloucester  R.D. 
Lydney  R.D.  ... 
Newent  R.D.  ... 
North  Cotswold  R.D. 
Northleach  R.D. 
Sodbury  R.D.  ... 
Stroud  R.D. 

Tetbury 

Thornbury  R.D. 
Warmley  R.D. 

West  Dean  R.D. 


24,420 

17,140 

17,050 

20,410 

37,430 

11,930 

8,146 

21,400 

8,679 

38,980 

27,150 

7,005 

25,670 

10,620 

17,870 


Total  R.D. 


293,900 


Administrative  County 


439,900 
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(b)  EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Live  Births : 


Total 

M. 

F. 

Legitimate  ...  ...  ...  232 

121 

Ill 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  ...  9 

5 

4 

Total  : 241 

126 

115 

Percentage  of  Boys  to  Girls  born  : 56.5  : 43.5 
Crude  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  Population  Mid  1953: 

14.13. 

Birth  Rate,  England  and  Wales  per  1,000 

Civilian  Population 

• • • 

15.5 

Comparability  Factor  for  Births  is 

• • • 

1.08 

Therefore  Comparable  Birth  Rate=  14.13  x 

1.08  = 

15.26 

Still  Births : 

Total 

M. 

F. 

Legitimate  ...  ...  ...  4 

1 

3 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  ...  — 

— 

— 

Total  : 4 

1 

3 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  Population 

Still  Birth  Rate,  England  & Wales,  per 

0.23 

1,000  Civilian  Population 

• • • 

0.35 

Still  Births  (per  1,000  Total  Live  and  Still  Births) 
Still  Births  (per  1,000  Total  Live  and  Still  Births, 

15.92 

England  and  Wales) 

• • • 

22.4 

Deaths  : 

Number  of  Deaths  registered  in  Dursley 

Rural  District 

187 

97  of  these  were  Males  and  90  Females. 

Percentage  of  Males  to  Females  who  died: 
Crude  Death  Rate  in  Dursley  Rural 

53.5 

: 46.5 

District  1953  per  1,000  Civilian 
Population 

10.97 

Death  Rate,  England  and  Wales,  per 

1,000  Civilian  Population  ... 

11.4 

Death  Rate  in  160  County  Boroughs  and 

Great  Towns  (including  London) 

12.2 

Death.  Rate  in  160  Smaller  Towns 

11.30 

Death  Rate  in  London  Administrative 
County 

The  average  age  of  Male  Deaths  in 
Dursley  during  the  year  was 
The  average  age  of  Female  Deaths  in 
Dursley  during  the  year  was 
Making  the  average  age  of  all  deaths 
during  the  year  in  Dursley 
Comparability  Factor  for  Deaths  is 
Therefore  Comparable  Death  Rate, 

0.96  X 10.97=10.53 


12.5 

65.18  years 

68.38  years 

66.72  years 
0.96 
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Deaths  in  Parishes 


Parish 

Deaths  took 
place  in  the 
Parish 

Death  took 
place  in  hospital, 
or  while 
temporarily 
residing  out- 
side the  Parish 

Total 

Wotton-under-Edge  ... 

32 

7 

39 

Cam  

29 

6 

35 

Coaley  

6 

1 

7 

Dursley  

38 

16 

54 

North  Nibley  

6 

2 

8 

Nympsfield  

3 

5 

8 

Kingswood 

6 

2 

8 

Slimbridge  ) 

3 

4 

7 

Cambridge  i 

3 

3 

6 

Stinchcombe  

3 

— 

3 

Uley  

9 

3 

12 

Totals  : 

138 

49 

187 

Months  of  the  Year  in  which  Deaths  took  place 


Month 

Deaths  that 
occurred 
within  the 
district 

Deaths  that 
occurred  in 
hospital  or  while 
temporarily 
resident  out- 
side the  area. 

Total 

January  

27 

2 

29 

February  

16 

2 

18 

March  

10 

4 

14 

April  

7 

4 

11 

May  

6 

4 

10 

June  

7 

4 

11 

July  

13 

6 

19 

August  

8 

3 

11 

September  

5 

3 

8 

October  

9 

4 

13 

November  

17 

5 

22 

December  

13 

8 

21 

Totals  : 

138 

49 

187 
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Deaths  in  Age  Groups 


Ages  at  Death 

0 — 1 year 

1 — 5 years 
5 — 10  years 

10 — 20  years 
20 — 30  years 
30—  40  years 
40 — 50  years 
50—  60  years 
60 — 70  years 
70 — 80  years 
80 — 90  years 
90 — 100  years 


Males 

Females 

Total 

2 

2 

4 

1 



1 

4 

2 

6 

1 

2 

3 

3 

4 

7 

4 

4 

8 

10 

4 

14 

...  27 

14 

41 

...  28 

28 

56 

17 

27 

44 

1 

3 

4 

Total  : 

187 

Deaths  in  Hospitals 


Royal  Hospital,  Gloucester  ...  ...  23 

General  Hospital,  Gloucester  ...  ...  1 

Radcliffe  Infirmary,  Oxford  ...  ...  2 

Berkeley  Hospital  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

City  Maternity  Hospital,  Gloucester  ...  2 

Stroud  General  Hospital  ...  ...  ...  3 

Bristol  Infirmary  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Southmead  Hospital  ...  ...  ...  1 

Frenchay  Hospital  ...  ...  ...  2 

Nursing  Home,  Malvern  ...  ...  ...  1 

Chippenham  District  Hospital  ...  ...  1 


Total  : 41 


Therefore  22%  of  the  deaths  in  the  District  took  place  in 
hospitals  outside  the  precincts  of  the  Dursley  Area;  two  patients 
died  in  the  ambulance  on  the  way  to  hospital. 

Number  of  Women  dying  in,  or  in  consequence  of,  Childbirth 


From  Sepsis 

• • • • • • « • 

Nil 

From  other  causes 

• • • • • • 

Nil 

Rate  per  1,000  Total  (live 

and  still  births) 

Nil 

This  Rate  has  been  nil  for  the  past  seven  years  and  speaks 
highly  of  the  care  given  to  the  mothers  during  childbirth  by  the 
local  midwives.  General  Practitioners,  Hospitals  and  Nursing 
Homes. 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year : 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

2 

2 

4 

Illegitimate  ... 

— 

— 

— 
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Deaths  of  Infants  under  4 weeks  of  age  : 

Legitimate  ...  ...  ...  2 2 4 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  ...  — — ■ 


Causes  of  Deaths  of  Children  under  1 Year 


Sex  Age 

Cause  of  Death 

Female  1 day 

Male  5 days 

Female  3 days 

Male  9 hours 

Congenital  heart,  suprarenal  tumor. 

1 Prematurity.  Twins 

j „ Wt.  21bs.  3oz. 

Prematurity  - Atelectasis. 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  : 


Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  1 Year  of  age 

per  1,0(X)  live  Births  ...  ...  ...  16.59 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  26.8 

The  Most  Common  Causes  of  Death  in  the  District  are  : 

Vascular  lesions  of  the  Nervous  System  ...  39  cases 

Other  Heart  Disease  ...  ...  ...  ...  30  cases 

Cancer  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  29  cases 

Coronary  Disease,  Angina  ...  ...  ...  18  cases 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases  ...  17  cases 

Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease  ...  ...  10  cases 

Pneumonia  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 cases 

Motor  Vehicle  and  all  other  accidents  ...  6 cases 


COMPARABLE  TABLES  FOR  THE  PAST  SEVEN  YEARS 
Birth  Rates,  Dursley  Rural  District 


1947  

17.4 

1948  

18.1 

1949  

15.8 

1950  

15.6 

1950  England 

& 

Wales 

15.8 

1951  

15.79 

1951  England 

& 

Wales 

15.5 

1952  

14.78 

1952  England 

& 

Wales 

15.3 

1953  

15.26 

1953  England 

& 

Wales 

15.5 

.ith  Rates,  Dursley 

Rural  District 

1947  

10.8 

1948  

9.3 

1949  

12.03 

1950  

11.4 

1950  England 

& 

Wales 

11.6 

1951  

10.34 

1951  England 

& 

Wales 

12.5 

1952  

9.02 

1952  England 

& 

Wales 

11.3 

1953  

10.53 

1953  England 

& 

Wales 

11.4 
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Average  age  of  Deaths, 

1948  

1949  

1950  

1951  

1952  

1953  


Dursley  Rural  District 

63.5  years 
61.3  years 
64.88  years 

68.05  years 
66.27  years 
66.72  years 


Infant  Mortality  Rates, 

Dursley 

1947 

...  ... 

23.9 

1948 

...  ... 

19.6 

1949 

...  ... 

22.6 

1950 

...  ... 

29.9 

1951 

...  ... 

16.2 

1952 



25.7 

1953 

16.59 

Rural  District 


1950  England  & Wales  29.8 

1951  England  & Wales  29.6 

1952  England  & Wales  27.6 

1953  England  & Wales  26.8 


During  the  year  1953,  three  old  people  died  in  Ferney  Hill 
the  County  Home  for  the  Blind. 


Marriages  : 

Number  of  Marriages  taking  place  in  Churches 

during  1953  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  66 

Number  of  Marriages  taking  place  in  Chapels  and 

Roman  Catholic  Churches  ...  ...  ...  17 

Total  : 83 


Marriage  Rate  per  1,000  mid-year  population  ...  4.87 
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Authority  : 

ELiRSLKY  K.D.C.  Causes  of  Deaths. 


Year  1953 


Causes  of  Deaths 

Under 

1 year 

j. 

1 

Lr> 

l5-__ 

1 

i-O 

in 

ii'; 

in 

1 Total  \ 

1. 

’^ruherculosis  of  the  respiratory  system 

1 

2 

1 

3 

2. 

Other  forms  of  'Fuberculosis 

2 

1 

1 

3. 

Syphilitic  disease 

3 

1 

1 

2 

4. 

Diphtheria 

4 

___ 

5. 

Whooping  Cough  . . 

5 

6. 

Aleningococcal  infections 

6 

1 

7. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

7 

8. 

Measles 

8 

— 

9. 

Other  infectiye  and  parasitic  diseases  . . 

9 

1 

1 

10. 

Malignant  neoplasm  of  stomach 

10 

3 

2 

1 

6 

11. 

Malignant  neoplasm  of  lung  & bronchus 

1 1 

2 

2 

4 

12. 

Malignant  neoplasm  of  breast 

12 

1 

1 

1 

3 

13. 

Alalignant  neoplasm  of  uterus  . . 

13 

14. 

Other  malignant  & lymphatic  neoplasms 

14 

3 

1 

7 

5 

16 

15. 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

15 

— 

16. 

Diabetes  . . 

16 

1 

1 

2 

17. 

Vascular  lesions  of  neryous  system 

17 

1 

11  22 

39 

18. 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

18 

2 

10 

18 

19. 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

19 

1 

3 

2 

4 

1( 

20. 

Other  heart  disease 

20 

2 

7 

21 

30 

21. 

Other  circulatory  disease 

21 

1 

1 

2 

22. 

Influenza 

22 

2 

1 

3 

23. 

Pneumonia 

23 

3 

2 

1 

7 

24. 

Bronchitis 

24 

1 

1 

25. 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system  . . 

25 

1 

2 

1 

4 

26. 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

26 

1 

1 

2 

27. 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

27 

28. 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

28 

1 

1 

2 

29. 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

29 

2 

1 

3 

30. 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

30 

i 

1 

i 

— 

31. 

Congenital  malformations 

31 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

i 

I 

1 

1 

1 

2 

32. 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

32 

2 

2 

! 1 

‘ 6 

' 6 

17 

33. 

Alotor  yehicle  accidents 

33 

2 

1 

1 

2 

34. 

All  other  accidents 

34 

3 

1 

! 

1 

4 

n- 

35. 

Suicide 

35 

i 1 

2 

j 

j 

3 

36. 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

36 

1 

1 

— 

Total  187. 
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Infectious  Diseases  in  Age  Groups,  1953 


TOTAL 

12 

17 

77 

242 

Age 

unknown 

Over 
65  years\ 

00  T— ( 

45—65 

years 

U-) 

35—44 

years 

20—34 

years 

t-h 

15—19 

years 

10—14 

years 

▼-H  CN 

6—9 

years 

2 

18 

66 

4—5 

years 

7 

23 

89 

1 

3 

years 

^ CO 

2 

years 

1 

1 

1 

10 

28 

1 

year 

O <N 

Under 
1 year 

(N  to 

DISEASE 

Scarlet  Fever 

Diphtheria 

Puer.  Pyrexia 

Pneumonia 

Erysipelas 

OphthalmiaN. 

Anterior  Polio 

Malaria 

Whooping  C. 

Measles 

Cereb.  Sp.  F. 

Typhoid 

Undulant  Fev. 

13 


Total  348 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  IN  PARISHES  — 1953 


Parish 

Scarlet 

Fever 

Pneumonia 

Whooping 

Cough 

Measles 

Total 

Wotton- 

under-Edge 

1 

12 

87 

100 

Cam 

0 

X. 

4 

31 

15 

52 

Coalcv 

2 

1 

1 

15 

19 

Dursley 

5 

10 

28 

58 

101 

N’th.  Niblcy 

1 

— 

1 

4 

6 

Nympsficld 

1 

— 

— 

32 

33 

Kingswood 

— 

1 

■ — 

2 

3 

Slimbridge 

— 

1 

1 

11 

13 

Cambridge 

— 

— 

n 

7 

9 

Stinchcombe 

— 

— 

1 

7 

8 

Uley 

— 

— 

— 

4 

4 

TOTAL 

12 

17 

77 

242 

348 
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BIRTH  RATES,  DEATH  RATES,  ANALYSIS  OF  MORTALITY  AND  CASE  RATES 
CERTAIN  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  IN  THE  YEAR  1953 
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DIPHTHERIA  IMIVIENISATION  STATE  IN  DURSLEY 

RURAL  DISTRICT,  1953 
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Percentage  immunised  52.3%  70.3%  ' 63.3% 

in  County 
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Vaccination 

Under 

1 

2—4 

5—14 

15  or 

1 Year 

Year 

Years 

Years 

over 

Total 

87 

4 

6 

6 

12 

115 

Re-Vaccination 

Under 

1 

2—4 

5-  14 

15  or 

1 Year 

Year 

Years 

Years 

over 

Total 

1 

3 

35 

39 

\ ACCINATION  1953  in  some  Local  Couiilies  and  County 

Boroughs 


Local  Health 
Authority 

Live  Births  in 
area  during  12 
months  ended 
30-6-53 

No.  of  children 
under  1 year 
in  age 
vaccinated 
in  1953 

Percentage 

County  Councils 

Cornwall  

4,754 

1,046 

22.0 

Devon  

6,748 

2,041 

30.2 

Gloucester  

6,939 

2,144 

30.9 

Somerset  

6,869 

2,264 

33.0 

County  Boroughs 

Bath  

1,093 

394 

36.0 

Bristol  

6,895 

840 

12.2 

Exeter  

1,110 

595 

53.6 

Gloucester  

1,075 

102 

9.5 

Plymouth  

3,502 

1 ,459 

41.7 

3.  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 
Scarlet  Eever 

Last  year  we  had  37  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  notified  by 
General  Practitioners — this  year  there  has  been  only  12.  One  of 
these  was  admitted  to  Over  Isolation  Hospital  because  of  the 
difficulty  of  isolation  in  his  own  home. 

Measles 

« 

The  epidemic  of  measles  which  started  during  1952  with  172 

cases  continued  during  the  year  and  lasted  right  up  to  the 
beginning  of  September.  During  this  period  242  cases  were 
notified  by  General  Practitioners  so  that  in  all  during  this 
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epidemic  at  least  414  patients  have  been  attacked  by  the  disease. 
It  is  interesting  to  note  that  only  15  of  these  patients  were  over  10 
years  of  age  so  that  the  under  10  group  in  Dursley  Rural  District 
should  now  be  fairly  immune  and  we  should  not  see  an  epidemic 
again  for  18  months — 2 years.  The  case  rate  for  this  infectious 
disease  has  been  higher  than  that  for  England  and  Wales  as  a 
whole  during  the  past  two  years. 

The  County  Educational  Committee  have  decided  that  it  is 
unnecessary  to  exclude  contacts  of  measles  and  whooping  cough 
from  School.  They  are  trying  this  out  for  a period  of  one  year 
so  it  will  be  interesting  to  follow  the  case  rate  if  we  should  get 
another  epidemic  during  this  period. 

Whooping  Cough  : 

The  number  of  reported  cases  of  whooping  cough  has  risen 
this  year  from  34  last  year  to  77.  I still  regard  this  as  the  most 
important  and  dangerous  infectious  disease  of  early  childhood. 
The  American  Vaccine  against  this  disease  has  proved  very 
successful  and  many  General  Practitioners  are  using  it  combined 
with  Diphtheria.  I think  that  when  the  County  Health  Depart- 
ment can  see  their  way  to  use  this  Vaccine  in  Welfare  Centres  and 
Clinics  we  will  see  a big  decline  in  the  number  of  serious  cases 
of  this  disease. 

Influenza  : 

During  February  there  was  a mild  epidemic  of  this  disease. 
15  cases  of  Influenzal  Pneumonia  were  reported  by  General 
Practitioners  but  all  appeared  to  clear  up  quickly  with  the  new 
antibiotics. 

Poliomyelitis 

No  cases  of  this  disease  occurred  within  the  District  but  a boy 
of  six  years  who  belonged  to  the  Area  contracted  the  disease  whilst 
a patient  in  a Children’s  Hospital.  He  was  in  there  for  an  operation 
on  his  bladder.  In  view  of  the  number  of  cases  that  have  occurred 
following  trauma,  I think  that  all  but  very  urgent  operations  on 
children  should  be  postponed  during  periods,  when  cases  of  polio- 
myelitis are  occurring. 

Typhoid  Fever 

One  must  still  be  on  the  alert  for  cases  of  typhoid  fever. 
During  the  year  a patient  was  quite  ill  with  an  undiagnosed  fever. 
His  blood  was  eventually  taken  and  examined  for  agglutinins  and 
the  Laboratory  reported  that  the  agglutination  results  were 
suggestive  of  a carrier  state.  In  view  of  this  a complete  investiga- 
tion was  carried  out  by  the  Health  Department  — specimens  of 
faeces  and  urine  were  examined  by  the  Laboratory  from  the 
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patient,  immediate  contacts  in  the  household  and  his  workmates. 
These  all  proved  to  be  negative  for  Typhoid  Organisms.  In  all 
about  28  samples  were  sent  for  examination  over  a period,  as  well 
as  samples  of  milk  and  water  which  all  proved  negative.^  Four 
months  later  the  patient’s  blood  was  agam  examined  for 
agglutination  and  the  Laboratory  again  reported  that  the  results 
indicated  a past  rather  than  a present  infection. 

The  patient  was  further  kept  under  observation  until  we 
obtained  three  negative  faecal  specimens  at  weekly  intervals.  I 
describe  this  case  to  show  the  vigilance  that  is  necessary  in 
relation  to  one  of  the  serious  infectious  diseases  and  the  need  for 
the  utmost  co-operation  between  the  General  Practitioner  and  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health,  which  I fortunately  had  in  this  case. 
Another  point  which  1 think  is  very  important  is  that  some  of  the 
new  antibiotics  cure  the  disease  before  it  has  been  diagnosed  by  the 
Laboratory  and  thus  we  may  find  that  there  are  many  more 
undiagnosed  convalescent  carriers  in  the  Area  who  may  get  an 
epidemic  going  at  very  short  notice. 

Cancer 


Cancer  of  the  Stomach 

6 

cases 

Cancer  of  Lung  or  Bronchus 

4 

cases 

Cancer  of  Pancreas 

3 

cases 

Cancer  of  Brain 

1 

case 

Generalised  Cancer 

1 

case 

Cancer  of  Glands 

1 

1 

case 

Cancer  of  Ovary 

2 

cases 

Cancer  of  Rectum 

4 

cases 

Cancer  of  Prostate 

2 

cases 

Cancer  of  Breast 

3 

cases 

Cancer  of  Bladder 

1 

case 

Cancer  of  Colon 

1 

case 

Total  : 29  cases 


As  usual  1 have  divided  the  cancer  deaths  up  into  sites  of 
origin  and  of  these,  cancer  of  the  stomach  is  the  most  common 
with  6 cases,  next  comes  cancer  of  the  lung  or  bronchus  and 
cancer  of  the  rectum.  One  cannot  draw  any  firm  conclusions 
from  these  small  numbers  especially  as  last  year  the  most  common 
was  that  of  the  breast  with  9 cases.  However,  one  must  regard 
these  three  sites  as  being  among  the  commonest. 

There  were  29  cases  in  all  as  compared  with  33  last  year — 17 
of  them  were  males  and  12  females. 
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Average  age  of  Male  Cancer  Deaths  during  the  year — 

65.7  years. 

Average  age  of  Female  Cancer  Deaths  during  the  year — 

64.6  years. 

Making  the  average  age  of  all  cancer  deaths  during  the  year 
65.3  years. 

Diabetes  : 

Diabetes  can  still  be  a killing  disease  if  the  patient  is  not 
willing  to  undergo  a strict  regime  of  diet,  injections  and  other 
restrictions.  During  the  year  two  patients  died  from  this  disease 
as  a primary  cause — one  was  a female  aged  42  and  the  other  a 
female  aged  60  years. 

Coronary  Thrombosis 

One  might  regard  this  disease  as  being  associated  with  the 
stress  of  our  times  now  that  it  gets  so  common  as  a primary  cause 
of  death.  This  year  22  people  died  from  the  disease,  15  males  and 
7 females  with  an  average  age  of  71.1  years. 

Tuberculosis 

Four  patients  died  from  tuberculosis-  two  males  aged  51  and 
62  respectively — the  former  died  from  tubercular  broncho- 
pneumonia and  the  latter  with  pulmonary  tuberculosis.  Two 
females  also  died  from  the  disease — one  aged  78  who  died  with 
chronic  phthisis  and  the  other  aged  76  who  died  from  miliary 
tuberculosis. 

Accidents  : 

One  often  wonders  if  we  can  do  anything  further  to  prevent 
loss  of  valuable  lives  from  accidents.  When  one  thinks  that  6 
people — 2 females  and  4 males — with  an  average  age  of  16  years 
have  lost  their  lives  through  these,  it  behoves  us  to  do  everything 
we  can  to  prevent  further  episodes  of  this  kind. 

Two  of  these  young  deaths  were  caused  by  crashes  whilst 
riding  on  a motor-cycle  and  here  one  must  emphasise  the  need 
for  both  driver  and  passenger  to  wear  proper  protection  helmets 
as  both  these  young  people  died  from  injuries  to  the  skull. 

Two  of  the  other  young  people  died  from  injuries  when 
falling  from  a pedal  cycle.  I feel  that  the  Road  Safety  Organisa- 
tions might  do  well  to  organise  courses  and  competitions  for  safe 
and  proper  handling  of  pedal  cycles  among  young  people. 

The  other  two  accidents  happened  to  a boy  of  14  who  was 
drowned  when  his  canoe  capsized  in  a lake  and  a boy  of  5 years 
who  fell  from  a bridge  over  a railway  and  sustained  a fractured 
skull  and  other  injuries.  It  has  been  suggested  that  we  in  Public 
Health  should  do  all  we  can  to  prevent  accidents.  When  one 
thinks  that  six  young  valuable  lives  have  been  lost  to  their  families 
and  the  nation,  it  is  something  worth  tackling. 
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NOTIFICATIONS  AND  DEATHS  FROM  TUBERCULOSIS 

(ALL  FORMS)  1938-1953 


1938  1939  1940  1941  1942  1943  1944  1945  1946  1947  1948  1949  1950  1951  1952  1953 
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1938  1939  1940  1941  1^42  1943  1944  1945  1946  1947  1943  1949  1950  1951  1952  1953 


Suicide  : 

Three  people  coniniitted  suicide  during  the  year  two  females 
and  one  male.  The  females  were  aged  62  and  51  years  and  the 
male  39.  One  does  not  know  the  reasons  for  these  tragedies  but 
surely  there  is  something  we  can  do  to  prevent  a recurrence.  It 
was  suggested  by  a speaker  recently  that  the  only  way  to  tackle 
the  increase  in  psychological  illnesses  was  to  get  at  the  child  and 
particularly  the  child  under  five  so  that  we  can  direct  a good 
proportion  of  our  preventive  effort  since  here  we  have  the  best 
hope  of  guidance  and  of  modifying  behaviour,  and  here  also  the 
greatest  influence  on  tl'ie  environment.  Certainly  the  future 
generation  must  be  taught  how  to  adapt  themselves  to  the  social 
change  and  present-day  speed. 

4.  Natiaiial  Assistaaice  Act,  1948  (Secticii  47).  Removal  of 
Persons  in  need  of  care  and  attention  to  suitable  premises. 

During  the  year  a number  of  cases  were  investigated  by 
myself  but  it  was  not  found  necessary  to  take  compulsory  measures 
under  the  Act  for  removal.  In  each  case  persuasion  worked  and 
the  old  person  was  removed  to  a home  or  hospital  for  chronic  sick. 

5.  International  Vaccination  Certificates 

These  certificates  have  to  be  countersigned  by  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  for  the  District  in  which  the  General  Practitioner 
resides  who  has  carried  out  the  vaccination. 

During  the  year  1953,  15  of  these  have  been  stamped  and 
countersigned. 

6.  Housing  Manageinent. 

I am  indebted  to  the  Housimz  Manaaer  for  the  followina 
report  on  housing  conditions  in  the  District. 

During  the  year  1953,  66  families  were  re-housed  by  the 
Council  on  a basis  of  priority  on  the  Housing  List,  and  investiga- 
tion of  their  home  conditions  by  the  appropriate  Sub-Committee, 
of  the  Letting  Committee.  8 of  these  cases  were  applicants  who 
were  required  to  leave  their  houses  as  a result  of  the  property 
owners  obtaining  Court  Orders  for  possession  of  their  accommoda- 
tion. This  type  of  application  (regarded  by  the  Council  as  of  high 
priority)  has  increased  in  number  during  the  year.  5 applicants 
suffering  from  Tuberculosis  and  other  applications  where  serious 
illness  existed  have  been  re -housed,  and,  by  close  co-operation 
with  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Department,  appropriate 
action  has  been  taken  in  those  cases  where  the  applicant  occupied 
substandard  dwellings. 

The  number  of  applications  from  tenants  of  pre-war  houses 
wishing  to  transfer  to  post-war  houses  maintains  a high  level,  and 
it  is  by  use  of  this  “ Transfer  of  Tenancy”  Scheme  that  the  lower 
rented  pre-war  houses  are  made  available  to  those  applicants 
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where  income  and  other  factors  make  it  necessary  for  them  to 
obtain  the  tenancy  of  a lower  rented  house. 

A number  of  exchanges  of  tenancy  have  been  sanctioned  by 
the  Council,  facilitating  mobility  of  labour  and  thereby  assisting 
tenants  in  removing  to  other  districts,  for  a variety  of  genuine 
reasons. 

There  are  500  applicants  on  the  Housing  List,  and  this  figure 
will  undoubtedly  be  reduced  following  the  screening  process  to 
be  applied  within  the  next  few  weeks. 

Many  applicants  for  Council  accommodation  leave  the  District 
and  do  not  make  the  fact  known  to  the  Council — a periodical 
check  of  all  applications  is  essential  in  maintaining  accurate 
records. 

The  number  of  repairs  to  Council  houses  have  stabilised 
and  a programme  of  renewing  fireplaces  in  pre-war  houses  is 
being  carried  out  by  direct  labour. 

TUBERCULOSIS 

The  number  of  cases  remaining  on  the  Register  at  the  end 
of  the  year  was  : 


Male 

Female 

Total 

Pulmonary 

54 

43 

97 

Non-Pulmonary 

17 

16 

33 

ToUil:  71 

59 

130 

Increase  of  8 on  1952  (122) 
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Deaths 

Non-Respiratory 

- 

- 

Respiratory 

iC 

- 
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rJ 

New  Cases  and  Transfers 

Non-Respiratory 
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s 

Respiratory  i 

pH 

— CN  fS  r^, 

oc 

f<1  r<-,  — r4  — 

Age 

1 

1 

■a  i 

1 1 M 1 1 1 n|o| 

O -H  »/-)  iTj  >/-<  i/-i  ir,  w-1  IT)  Cl  ^ C 

Totals : 
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7.  METEOROLOGICAL  REPORT 


1 have  pleasure  in  submitting  a meteorological  report  for  1953. 
This  is  a new  innovation  to  the  Annual  Report  for  this  District 
and  1 believe  that  the  data  contained  in  it  will  be  both  interesting 
and  informative.  It  may  be  relevant  for  example  to  compare  the 
rainfall  in  months  with  the  deaths  in  months  and  perhaps  even 
the  sickness  rate. 

I am  indebted  to  Mr.  Hughes  of  the  Gazette  Office  for  the 
following  information  and  would  like  to  express  my  thanks  to  him. 


Rainfall  in  inches  during  the  months  of  the 


January 

February 

March 

April 

May 

June 

July 

August 

September 

October 

November 

December 


1.31  ins.  on 
1 .78  ins.  on 
1 .07  ins.  on 
3.06  ins.  on 
2.47  ins.  on 
2.53  ins.  on 
3.63  ins.  on 
4.38  ins.  on 
3.42  ins.  on 
2.55  ins.  on 
1 .94  ins.  on 
1.17  ins.  on 


year 

1 1 days 

12  days 
7 days 

17  days 
9 days 
17  days 
21  days 
12  days 
15  days 
1 1 days 
15  days 
15  days 


29.31  ins.  on  1 61  days 


Wettest  Day  : August  29th  — 1.20  inches. 

Hottest  Day  : June  25th  — 93  deg.  F. 

Coldest  Nights  : January  4th  and  January  19th — 23  deg.  F. 
Driest  Month  : March  — 1.07  inches. 

Prevailing  Wind  : South. 


Temperature 


January 

February 

March 

April  ...  

May 

June 

July 

August 

September 

October 

November 

December 

Mean  of  Max.  for  year  : 60.5. 


Mean  of  Max.  and  Min. 
40  and  46 
44  and  33 
54  and  33 
58  and  36 

72  and  47 

76  and  50 

70  and  53 

74  and  52 
68  and  47 

62  and  45 

52  and  41 
50  and  41 

Mean  of  Min.  for  year  : 43.1 


Average  Temperature  for  Year  : 51.8. 


27 


GRAPH  SHOWING  DEATHS  DURING  THE 

MONTHS  OF  THE  YEAR  i I 
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Months  cf  the  Year 


Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  April  May  June  July  Aug  Sept.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec.  1953. 
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1 am  indebted  to  the  Ministry  of  National  Insurance  for  the 
figures  given  in  relation  to  Sickness  Rates  within  the  District. 

8.  BRITISH  RED  CROSS  PHYSIOTHERAPY  CLINIC 

1 am  indebted  to  the  Physiotherapist,  Mr.  G.  C.  Brown,  in 
charge  of  the  above  Clinic,  for  the  report  submitted  below  con- 
cerning the  work  carried  out  during  1953.  It  is  obvious  from  the 
large  number  of  treatments  carried  out  and  the  analysis  of  con- 
ditions treated  that  this  Centre  is  carrying  on  a very  useful  and 
beneficial  function  in  the  District.  There  is  no  doubt,  in  my  mind, 
that  many  of  these  patients  would  not  receive  physiotherapy  if 
they  had  to  travel  to  Bristol  or  Gloucester  for  their  treatment. 

Report  of  the  Physiotherapist 

During  1953,  338  Patients  attended  5,559  times  and  received 
11,174  treatments.  Of  the  total  number  of  patients  treated  the 
great  majority  were  treated  under  the  National  Health  Scheme, 
sent  in  by  the  Specialists  operating  at  Gloucester,  Bristol,  Bath, 
Southmead,  Berkeley,  Winfoid  and  Frenchay  Hospitals.  The 
remaining  43  received  treatment  as  private  patients,  and  were 
sent  for  treatment  by  their  own  doctors.' 

Analysis  of  the  conditions  treated  show  that  Osteo-arthritic 
and  allied  conditions  head  the  list,  closely  followed  by  Fractures, 
and  Injuries  of  all  kinds  in  that  order. 

A point  worthy  of  note  perhaps  to  the  Professional  observer 
is  the  use  of  Cautery  in  the  treatment  of  Osteo-arthritis,  combined 
with  Paraffin  Wax  Baths  in  the  treatment  of  joints  of  the  fingers 
and  hands.  It  has  proved  of  considerable  value  for  relief  of  pain 
and  swelling. 

Treatments  given  cover  the  whole  range  available  in  the  well- 
equipped  Physiotherapy  Department. 

Working  in  conjunction  with  the  Ambulance  and  Hospital 
Car  Service,  it  has  been  possible  to  make  these  treatments  avail- 
able to  everybody  within  the  working  area  of  the  services,  and  I 
am  assured  patients  are  most  grateful  for  them,  not  to  mention  the 
time  and  money  saved  travelling  to  and  from  the  main  Hospitals 
at  Gloucester  and  Bristol,  which  would  otherwise  be  necessary. 


Analysis  of  Conditions  Treated 


Osteo-arthritis  

..  51 

Anaemia  

1 

Fractures  

...  50 

Psoriasis  

1 

Injuries  

,..  40 

Acne  vulgaris  

1 

Internal  Derangement 

Foot  Conditions 

29 

of  the  Knee  

..  10 

Septic  Toe  

9 

Cervical  Disc  Lesions  . 

..  11 

Lordosis  

1 

Brachial  Neuritis  

9 

Kyphosis  

1 

Postural  Backache 

..  13 

Scoliosis  

4 
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Lumbar  Disc  Lesions) 

Joint  [ 14 

Derangement ) 

Lumbago  11 

Sciatic  Neuritis  3 

Sacro-iliac  strain  9 

Coccydynia  1 

Enlarged  Cervical  Glands  1 

Hemiplegia  1 

Burns  Contracture  1 

Keinbosch  Disease  1 

Fibrositis  17 

Tennis  Elbow  8 

Cup  Arthroplasty  3 

Rheumatoid  Arthritis  ...  8 

Thrombo-phlebitis  2 

9.  MILK 

Bacteriological  Examination 

During  the  year  87  samples  of  raw  milk  were  taken  for 
Bacteriological  Examination,  60  results  were  satisfactory  and  27 
unsatisfactory.  A copy  of  all  results  were  sent  to  the  County  Milk 
Productions  Officer  in  order  that  unsatisfactory  results  could  be 
followed  up  at  the  farms.  Three  bottle  rinses  were  taken  and  in 
each  case  the  result  was  satisfactory. 

Thirteen  samples  of  pasteurised  milk  were  taken  during  the 
year,  one  proving  to  be  unsatisfactory.  The  results  of  all 
pasteurised  milk  samples  are  sent  to  the  County  Health  Depart 
ment  in  order  that  any  unsatisfactory  samples  can  be  followed 
up  at  the  Plant  concerned. 

The  87  samples  of  raw  milk  first  mentioned  include  many 
samples  taken  of  milk  which  is  supplied  to  pasteurising  plants  as 
it  is  felt  that  milk  should  be  bacteriologically  satisfactory  before 
being  pasteurised. 

A second  pasteurising  plant  was  licensed  by  the  County 
Health  Department  during  the  year;  this  is  situated  in  the  Coaley 
Parish  and  is  of  the  100  gallon  capacity  holder  type.  The  other 
pasteurising  plant  which  was  licensed  is  situated  in  the  Dursley 
Area  and  is  of  the  two  50  uallon  capacity  holder  type. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year  four  distributors  of  milk  were 
obtaining  Pasteurised  Milk  from  Plants  outside  this  District.  Two 
obtained  it  from  a Plant  at  Gloucester,  one  from  a Plant  at 
Downend,  and  one  from  a Plant  at  Stonehouse. 

MILK 

Biological  Examination 

During  the  year  62  samples  of  milk  were  taken  for  biological 
examination;  all  were  examined  for  the  presence  of  Tuberculosis 
and  Brucella  Abortus. 


Abdominal  weakness  \ 3 

Seq.  Child  Birth  j 

Parkinsons  Disease  1 


Disseminated  Sclerosis  ...  1 

Shoulder  Conditions  ; 

Frozen  shoulder  J 

Capsulitis  \ 

Acroparaesthesia  ) 14 

Sub^Deltoid  Bursitis  ) 

E.N.T.  Conditions  10 

Lung  Conditions  ; 

Bronchiectasis  3 

Emphysema  2 

Bronchitis  & Asthma  ...  6 

Pneumonitis  1 
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One  positive  result  was  received  showing  the  presence  of 
tuberculosis  in  a herd  at  Coaley.  The  Divisional  Veterinary 
Surgeon  was  informed,  and  on  examination  he  found  an  old  cow 
to  be  suffering  from  tuberculosis.  The  animal  in  question  was 
dealt  with  under  a Tuberculosis  Order. 

One  positive  result  was  received  showing  the  presence  of 
brucella  abortus  in  a herd  at  Slimbridge.  The  Divisional 
Veterinary  Surgeon  was  informed  and  further  milk  samples  have 
been  taken  with  a view  to  tracing  the  trouble  to  the  offending 
cow,  or  cows. 

In  both  of  the  forementioned  cases  the  milk  from  the  Farms 
was  sold  to  a large  Wholesale  Firm  who  agreed  to  use  it  for 
manufacturing  purposes  which  ensured  its  efficient  heat  treatment. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  at  present  there  are  3,558  milk 
producers  in  the  County  and  out  of  that  number  1,531  are  holders 
of  licences  in  respect  of  Tuberculin  Tested  herds.  This  is  43% 
of  the  total. 

GENERAL 

I am  pleased  to  report  that  during  the  year  both  the  County 
Milk  Productions  Officer,  and  the  Divisional  Veterinary  Officer, 
have  given  us  every  co-operation. 

10  ICE  CREAM 
Bacteriological  Examination 

There  was  one  Firm  in  the  Area  which  manufactured  ice- 
cream and  ice  lollies  during  the  year  in  large  quantities;  one  Firm 
which  manufactured  ice-cream  and  ice  lollies  in  small  quantities, 
and  a third  Firm  which  manufactured  ice-cream  in  small  quantities. 

Thirty-nine  samples  of  ice-cream  were  taken  during  the  year 
for  bacteriological  examination,  and  the  results  were  as  follows  : 

Ministry  of  Flealth  Grade.  12  3 4 

28  8 2 1 

71.79%  20.51%  5.13%  2.57%  _ 

In  1953  92%  of  the  samples  fell  in  Grades  1 or  2,  whereas  in 
1952  only  72%  fell  into  those  Grades  and  this  suggests  an 
improvement  in  the  method  of  manufacture.  Whilst  samples  were 
a useful  guide  to  the  method  of  manufacture  it  was  found  that 
frequent  visits  to  manufacturing  premises  are  essential. 

Chemical  Analysis 

Twelve  samples  of  ice-cream  were  taken  during  the  year  for 
Chemical  Analysis,  and  all  were  found  to  comply  with  the  Food 
Standards  Regulations. 

Ice-Lollies  and  Cream  Lollies 

Ten  samples  of  ice-lollies  and  cream  lollies  were  taken  during 
the  year  for  Bacteriological  Examination,  six  were  satisfactory  and 
four  unsatisfactory.  The  unsatisfactory  results  were  those  on 
cream  lollies  which  were  manufactured  outside  the  District.  The 
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matter  was  taken  up  with  the  Public  Health  Department  of  the 
Urban  District  Council  concerned. 

Three  samples  of  ice-lollies  were  submitted  in  connection  with 
metallic  contamination,  but  the  results  showed  no  undue  metallic 
contamination. 

11.  LABORATORY  SERVICES 

Since  my  last  Annual  Report  no  alterations  have  been  made 
in  the  arrangements  for  the  use  of  Laboratory  Services. 

We  have  found  the  Staff  of  both  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory  and  the  Public  Analyst  at  Canynge  Hall,  Bristol,  most 
helpful. 

12.  MEAT  AND  FOOD  INSPECTION 

During  the  year  the  following  footstuffs  were  voluntarily 
surrendered  as  unfit  for  human  consumption  : 

Meat : 

Pork:  1331bs.  Beef:  1962lbs.  Mutton:  1911bs. 

1 Ewe  Carcase  and  organs:  871bs.  1 Ewe’s  Pluck:  4ilbs. 

2 Lamb's  Plucks,  Intestines  and  Stomachs:  151bs. 

1 Sheep’s  Head:  51bs.  Beef  Sausages:  91bs. 

Pork  Sausages:  141bs.  Cooked  Ham:  291bs.  4ozs. 

Tinned  Meats:  121  lbs.  15ozs. 

Fish  : 

8 Tins:  31bs.  9oz. 

Tinned  Fruit.  124  Tins  : 1461bs.  2ozs. 

Tinned  Vegetables.  69  Tins  : 721bs.  lOozs. 

Tinned  Milk.  21  Tins:  lOlbs.  8ozs. 

Sugar.  41bs. 

Miscellaneous  Foodstuffs.  771bs.  5ozs. 

Total  Weight:  lOcwt.  Oqtrs.  51bs.  4ozs. 

Foodstuffs  condemned  during  the  year  have  been  buried  at 
a controlled  refuse  tip  after  having  first  being  soaked  with  a strong 
disinfectant. 

13.  SAFE  FOOD  CAMPAIGN 

Three  years  ago  a comprehensive  Health  and  Clean  Food 
Exhibition  was  held  in  Dursley  with  the  aim  of  arousing  the 
interest  of  traders  and  the  general  public  in  the  vital  importance 
of  safe  food  and  its  correct  handling  and  storage. 

The  Exhibition  had  the  desired  effect  and  a noticeable 
improvement  has  taken  place  in  the  District  since  thaCtime. 
Despite  the  fact  that  improvement  has  been  achieved,  however, 
much  field  work  remains  still  to  be  done  before  we  can  feel  satisfied 
that  conditions  are  all  they  might  be. 

A certain  amount  of  Health  Education  in  this  connection  has 
been  carried  out  during  visits  to  food  premises,  but  no  definite 
campaign  has  been  organised. 
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14.  SHOPS 


The  following  is  a comprehensive  list  of  Foodshops  in  the 
District. 


15.  SLAUGHTER  OF  ANIMALS 

There  is  no  Ministry  of  Food  Central  Slaughterhouse  in 
this  District  and  all  meat  for  the  District  is  slaughtered  at  Ebley 
Abattoir  in  the  Stroud  Urban  District. 

No  slaughtering  of  horses  for  sale  for  human  consumption 
takes  place  in  this  District. 

16.  FOOD  POISONING 

1 am  pleased  to  report  that  no  cases  of  food  poisoning  were 
notified  during  the  year. 
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17.  FACrOKIKS  Al  T,  1937  and  1948. 

1. — Inspections  tor  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health. 


Number  on 
Register 

Number  of 

PREMISES 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(1)  Factories  in  which  Sec- 
tions 1,  2,  3,  4 & 6 are 
to  be  enforced  by  Local 
Authorities 

6 

1 



(2)  Factories  not  included 
in  (1)  in  which  Section 

7 is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 

60 

31 

5 

(3)  Other  Premises  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority 
(excluding  out-workers’ 
premises) 

5 

3 

Total 

71 

35 

5 

Nil. 

2. — Cases  in  which  Defects  were  found. 


PARTICULARS 

Found 

No.  of  cases  in  zchich  defects 
were  found 

Prosecutions 

Remedied 

Referred 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  Cleanliness 

1 

1 

. - - 

- 

Overcrowding 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  Tern- 

perature 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  Ventila- 

tion 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  Drainage 

of  Floors 



— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences: 

(a)  Insufficient 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 

defective 

3 

3 

— 

, — 

— 

(c)  Not  separate  for 

sexes 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  Offences 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

Total 

4 

4 

1 

1 



Outwork  * Sections  110  and  111 
Nature  of  Work 

Wearing  Apparel — Making  etc.  Number  of  outworkers  in 

list  required  by  Section  110-21, 
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18.  MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS 


During  the  year  seven  new  applications  were  received  for 
licences  to  station  and  use  moveable  dwellings  within  the  District. 
No  licences  were  refused.  At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  22 
moveable  dwellings  licensed  within  the  Area. 

The  one  licensed  site  at  Slimbridge  was  again  used  during 
the  year,  mostly  by  persons  staying  only  for  one  or  two  nights. 

19.  HOUSING 

Just  as  in  previous  years  it  was  found  necessary  to  serve 
many  informal  notices  on  property  owners  during  the  year  in 
order  to  have  essential  repairs  carried  out  to  sub-standard  pro- 
perties. 

A close  liaison  between  the  Public  Health  Department  and 
the  Housing  Manager  has  ensured  that  the  appropriate  action  has 
been  taken  when  a family  has  been  re-housed  by  the  Council  from 
sub-standard  properties.  Tnis  action  has  taken  the  form  either 
of  formal  action  under  Section  11  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936,  and 
where  appropriate.  Section  10  of  the  Local  Government 
(Miscellaneous  Provisions)  Act,  1953;  or  informal  action  under  the 
Public  Health  Act,  1936,  to  ensure  that  the  property  in  question 
was  properly  repaired  before  it  was  again  occupied. 

During  the  year  formal  action  under  Section  1 1 of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936,  was  taken  in  connection  with  twelve  houses. 
Three  houses  were  demolished  during  the  same  period  and  three 
closed  as  the  result  of  an  undertaking  given  by  the  owners. 
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PAF^T  II. 


ANNUAL  REPORT,  1953 

REPORT  OF  THE  ENGINEER  AND  SURVEYOR  AND 
CHIEF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 

The  Staff  in  the  Department  of  the  Engineer  and  Surveyor 
consists  of  -- 


Deputy  Engineer  and  Surveyor 

Aichitcctural  Assistant  

Technical  Assistant  

Junior  Technical  Assistant  ... 
Technical  Assistant  

General  and  Costing  Clerk  ... 

Articled  Pupil  

Junior  Clerk/Typist  


N.  R.  W.  Lee 

R.  Edwards 

C.  G.  Thomas 

to  31st  August. 

R.  L.  Herrick 

W.  R.  Saunders 
from  1st  October. 

A.  W.  Sutton 

J.  K.  Frapwell 

Mrs.  J.  M.  McCorkell 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 


I beg  to  present  my  seventh  Annual  Report  which  is  in  respect 
of  the  twelve  months  ended  31st  December,  1953. 

It  will  be  observed  from  the  report  that  satisfactory  progress 
has  been  maintained  throughout  the  Departments. 

The  number  of  houses  completed  during  the  Year  was  65 
of  a total  of  108  under  construction. 

The  total  number  of  post-war  houses  completed  at  the  end 
of  1953  was  694. 


HOUSING 

The  number  of  Contracts 
24  and  were  as  follows  : — 

17  Traditional  Houses  

44  Traditional  Houses  

12  Traditional  Houses  

17  Traditional  Houses  

6 Traditional  Houses  

6 Traditional  Houses  

4 Traditional  Houses  

4 Shops  and  Flats  

10  Cornish  Unit  Houses  

12  Cornish  Unit  Houses  

24  Cornish  Unit  Houses  

16  Cornish  Unit  Houses  

2 Old  People’s  Bungalows 

Completion  of  Footpaths  

Footpaths  

Footpaths  

Roads  and  Sewers 


in  progress  during  1953  totalled 

Woodfield. 

Woodfield. 

Nympsfield  (Tinkley  Lane). 

Uley  (Raglan). 

Tilsdown. 

Woodfield. 

Kingswood. 

Woodfield. 

Fountain  Crescent. 

Tilsdown. 

Tilsdown. 

Woodfield. 

Woodfield. 

Fountain  Crescent. 

Woodfield  Extension  No.  5. 
Tilsdown. 

Uley. 
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Roads  and  Sewers  Wortley  Rd.  Estate,  Wotton. 

Roads  and  Sewers  Woodfield  Extension  No.  6. 

Roads  and  Sewers  Nympsfield. 

Drainage  Extension  Woodfield. 

Public  Convenience  Cam. 

May  Lane  Car  Park  Dursley. 

Final  accounts  were  examined  and  agreed  during  the  year  for 
the  following  Contracts  : 

12  Traditional  Houses  Nympsfield. 

2 Old  People’s  Bungalows  ...  Woodfield. 

12  Cornish  Unit  Houses  Tilsdown. 

24  Cornish  Unit  Houses  Tilsdown. 

6 Traditional  Houses  Tilsdown. 

10  Cornish  Unit  Houses  Fountain  Crescent. 

Roads  and  Sewers  Nypmsfield. 

The  system  of  administration  in  measuring  up  for  interim 
and  final  certificates,  preparatory  to  the  drawing  up  of  Final 
Accounts,  has  been  well  maintained  during  the  year  and  final 
accounts  are  now  more  speedily  agreed  with  the  Contractors, 
and  on  interim  claims  Contractors  continue  to  receive  the  gross 
amounts  expended  in  Increased  Costs  on  Wages  and  Materials. 

The  following  statistical  information  gives  detailed  figures 
regarding  the  period  of  Contract,  Tender  figure  and  final  cost 
(which  includes  increases  in  wages  and  materials)  of  the  houses 
and  siteworks,  per  dwelling. 
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1.— THE  NUMBER  OF  HOUSES  COMPLETED  SINCE  THE 
WAR  UP  TO  THE  YEAR  ENDING,  31st  DECEMBER, 
1953. 


(a)  Completed  under  the  Council’s  Engineer  and  Surveyor 


Aluminium  Bungalows  : — 
Swedish  Houses 


Total  163 
Total  16 


Traditional  Houses 

Uley  6 

Draycott  20 

Nympsfield  12 

Tilsdown  6 

Old  People’s  Bungalows  2 

Woodfield  17 

Uley,  Raglan  Estate  11 

Woodfield  21 

Cornish  Unit  Houses  : — 

Slimbridge  20 

Coaley  22 

Kingswood  10 

Tilsdown  36 

Wotton-under-Edge  10 

Woodfield  16 


Total  . 95 


Total  114 


Total  388 

(b)  Completed  under  Consultant  Architects 


Airey  Houses  : — Total  50 

Stent  Houses  : — Total  66 

Traditional  Houses  : — Total  96 


Total  212 


Total  by  Engineer  and  Surveyor  388 

Total  by  Consultant  Architects  212 

Total  by  Private  Enterprise  94 


Total  : 694 


NUMBER  OF  HOUSES  IN  PROCESS  OF  BUILDING  IN  1953 


(a)  Under  Council’s  Engineer  and  Surveyor 


Traditional  : — 

Woodfield  

17 

Uley  

17 

Woodfield  

6 

Kingswood  

4 

Woodfield  

44 

Total  88 

Shops  and  Flats  : — 

Woodfield  

4 

Total  4 

45 


Cornish  Unit  Houses 
Woodfield  


16  Total  16 


Total  1 08 


(b)  Under  Consultant  Architects 

(c)  Under  Private  Enterprise  : — 


Cam  12 

Dursley  5 

Coaley  1 

North  Nibley  1 

Nympsfield  1 

Slimbridge  1 

Stinchcombe  5 

.Wotton-under-Edge  7 


Nil 


Total  33 


Total  by  Engineer  and  Surveyor  108 

Total  by  Consultant  Architects  — 

Total  by  Private  Enterprise  33 


Total  : 141 


NUMBER  OF  HOUSES  COMPLETED  IN  1953 

(a)  Under  Council’s  Engineer  and  Surveyor  : — 


Traditional  Houses  : — 

17  Traditional  Houses,  Woodfield 

17 

17  Traditional  Houses,  Uley  

11 

44  Traditional  Houses,  Woodfield 

21 

Cornish  Unit  Houses  : — 

16  Cornish  Unit  Houses,  Woodfield 

16 

Total 

65 

(b)  Under  Consultant  Architects  : 

Nil 

Nil 

(c)  Under  Private  Enterprise  : — 

Cam  

5 

Dursley  

5 

Nympsfield  

1 

Stinchcombe  

4 

Wotton-under-Edge  

4 

Total 

19 

Total  by  Council’s  Engineer  and  Surveyor  65 

Total  by  Consultant  Architects 

— 

Total  by  Private  Enterprise  ... 

14 

Total  : 79 


Families  accommodated  as  a result  of  conversion, 

adaptation  or  otherwise  of  old  properties  1 
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2.— HOUSING  ESTATE  DEVELOPiViENTS 


A survey  was  carried  out  and  levels  taken  at  Woodfield  for 
the  siting  of  the  4 shops  and  flats  and  10'  garages,  and  for  8 
maisonettes. 

Plans,  Specification  and  Bills  of  Quantity  were  prepared  for 
Road  and  Sewers  Woodfield  Extension  No.  6. 

Layout  Plans  were  prepared  for  the  following  : — 

22  Houses,  Raglan  Estate,  Uley. 

30  Houses,  Wortley  Road  Estate,  Wotton-under-Edge. 

4 Houses,  Wickwar  Road,  Kingswood. 

4 Shops,  Flats  and  10  garages,  Woodfield. 

Detailed  House  Plans  were  prepared  for  the  following  : — 

22  Houses,  Raglan  Estate,  Uley. 

30  Houses.  Wortley  Road  Estate,  Wotton-under-Edge. 

4 Houses,  Wickwar  Road,  Kingswood. 

4 Shops  and  Flats  and  10  Garages  at  Woodfield. 

During  the  year  the  following  works  were  completed 

Wortley  Road  Housing  Site,  Wotton-under-Edge  (exclud- 
ing footpaths)  comprising  1.968  yards  super  of  Carriage- 
way and  934  yards  lineal  of  Foul  and  Stormwater  Sewers. 
Footpaths  were  completed  to  the  Carriageways  at  Tils- 
down  and  Fountain  Crescent,  Wotton-under-Edge., 

3.— BUILDING  LICENCES 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  applications  received, 
investigated  and  dealt  with  for  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1953  : 

1.  Number  of  Applications  for  Building  Licences 

received  and  investigated  ...  ...  ...  ...  30 

2.  Number  of  Applications  for  Building  Licences 

which  were  granted  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  30 

3.  Value  of  Licences  issued  ...  ...  ...  £60,120  19  0 

4.  Interviews  with  owners,  agents  and  builders  ...  70 

Recent  changes  in  Licensing  Control  considerably  reduced  the 

number  of  Licences  issued.  Particular  care  was  necessary  in  deal- 
ing with  applications  for  Licences  in  connection  with  new  dwelling 
houses.  Though  there  has  been  some  amendment  in  the  conditions, 
plans  had  still  to  be  examined  and  costs  carefully  checked  before 
such  Licences  were  issued. 

4. — BUILDING  BYELAWS 

The  number  of  Plans  and  Applications  deposited  for  con- 
sideration was  157  and  of  those  154  were  approved  and  three 
disapproved.  The  number  of  inspections  made  for  Foundations, 
Damp  Course,  Drains,  and  final  inspections,  etc.,  during  the  year 
was  462. 

5.  SMALL  DWELLINGS  ACQUISITION  ACT 

Twenty  valuations  were  made  following  the  usual  inspections 
of  the  properties  (in  the  case  of  New  Dwellings,  Plans  and  Specifica- 
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lions  were  examined)  and  advances  under  the  above  Act  were 
recommended  in  respect  of  16.  Four  were  not  recommended  as  it 
was  considered  that  the  properties  were  not  such  that  the  Local 
Authority  would  be  advised  upon  to  make  a loan.  Ten  further 
inspections  of  work  done  to  dale  were  made  for  the  purposes  of 
issuing  Interim  Certificates  for  the  value  of  work  done  in  respect 
of  advances  made  by  instalments. 

6. — [lOUSINC  ACTS  1949  & 1952  — IMPROVEMENT  GRANT 

Following  the  Council's  decision  earlier  in  the  year  to  entertain 
applications  for  Improvement  Grants  under  the  Housing  Acts,  1949 
and  1952,  five  applications  were  received  and  three  were  made. 
Considerable  care  iiad  to  be  taken  in  dealing  with  the  applications, 
necessitating  examination  of  Plans,  Specifications  and  estimates 
of  the  cost  of  carrying  out  the  improvements,  together  with  careful 
inspection  of  the  properties  concerned  to  ensure  that  such  improve- 
ment schemes  came  williin  the  meaning  of  the  Housing  Act  and 
qualified  for  an  Improvement  Grant. 

7. — WATER  SUPPLY 

The  quality  of  water  remained  the  same  it  is  chlorinated 
before  it  reaches  the  consumer.  By  nature  it  is  hard  and  has  no 
pi  umbo-sol  vent  action. 

There  has  been  no  addition  to  the  quantity  available  for  supply. 
In  view  of  the  serious  difficulty  we  have  in  meeting  the  demand, 
insufficient  storage  and  distribution  difficulties  (attention  to  which 
has  been  drawn  in  previous  Annual  Reports)  the  lack  of  progress 
in  the  Comprehensive  Scheme  becomes  more  serious  than  ever. 
Each  year,  particularly  during  the  summer  season,  our  difficulties 
become  more  acute,  due  to  the  increased  consumption  for  domestic, 
trade  and  agricultural  purposes  shown  by  the  following  table  : 


Year 

Domestic 

Industrial 

Agricultural 

Total 

1947  ... 

452,601 

50,000 

1 3,750 

516,351 

1948  ... 

474,618 

58,671 

21,142 

554,431 

1949  ... 

483,491 

59,619 

21,890 

565,000 

1950  ... 

514,846 

66,286 

28,868 

610,000 

1951  ... 

510,400 

96,178 

30,422 

637,000 

1952  ... 

507,255 

1 1 1,830 

30,915 

650,000 

1953  ... 

542,233 

105,493 

35,274 

683,000 

Increases 
1947  ... 

since 

89,632 

55,493 

21,524 

166,649 

From  the  above  it  will  be  seen  that  the  average  daily  demand, 
has  increased  since  1947  : Domestic  89,632,  Trade  55,493,  Agricul- 
tural 21,524 — a total  of  166,649  gallons,  and  our  average  daily 
consumption  for  the  year  ending  the  31st  March  was  equal  to 
683,000  gallons. 

Coaley,  which  is  not  included  in  the  above  table,  shows  no 
change. 
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The  estimated  minimum  yield  of  gallons  per  day  from  existing 
springs  is  : — 


Millend 

150,000 

Caswell 

216,000 

Dry  Well 

24,000 

Tyley  Bottom  and  Frogend  ... 

1 00,000 

Greenhay 

20,000 

Hamblins  Brake 

5,000 

Gloucester  Corporation. 

Maximum  supply  available  at  present 

45,000 

560,000 

It  will  be  seen  that  if,  as  a result  of  a very  serious  drought,  the 
springs  ever  fall  so  low  as  the  estimated  minimum  yields  we  would 
have  a deficiency  of  123,000  gallons  per  day.  According  to  my 
records  the  lowest  the  springs  have  ever  fallen  was  during  the 
drought  of  1949  when  the  quantity  was  569,000  gallons  per  day. 
Since  1949  the  supply  has  been  increased  by  the  collection  of  an 
additional  Spring  at  Greenhay  of  20,000  gallons  per  day  and  by  a 
bulk  supply  from  the  Gloucester  Corporation  of  a maximum  of 
45,000  gallons  per  day.  Therefore  the  total  amount  of  water  avail- 
able on  the  figures  of  the  year  1949  give  a total  daily  supply  equal 
to  634,000  gallons,  still  showing  a deficiency  of  49,000  gallons 
per  day. 

EXTENSIONS  TO  WATER  MAINS 

New  Water  Mains  and  extensions  to  existing  mains  were 
carried  out  during  the  year  as  follows  : 

Clingre  Down  Estate  ...  290  yards  of  3in.  C.I.  Mains 

Wortley  Road  Estate  ...  360  yards  of  3in.  C.I.  Mains 
Extension  of  Water  Main  — Nibley  Green  Area. 

.A  Scheme  was  prepared  and  submitted  to  the  Ministry  of 
Housing  and  Local  Government  for  the  extension  of  the  water 
main  from  Nibley  to  properties  and  farms  situated  in  the  Nibley 
Green  Area  and  this  Scheme  is  awaiting  the  decision  of  the  Ministry. 
Service  Reservoir  — Little  Tor,  Wotton-under-Edge. 

Final  plans  were  prepared  and  submitted  to  the  Ministry  of 
Housing  and  Local  Government  during  the  year  for  the  construction 
of  a new  20,000  gallon  reservoir  and  ancillary  works  at  Little  Tor, 
Wortley  Road,  Wotton-under-Edge,  and  subsequent  approval 
obtained.  Work  on  the  construction  of  the  Reservoir  was  com- 
menced during  the  year.  The  Scheme  superseded  that  originally 
submitted  to  the  Ministry  in  1952  to  supply  Kingswood  but  approval 
was  given  only  in  respect  of  the  construction  of  the  Reservoir  and 
411  yards  of  3in.  main. 

8.— DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE 

There  has  been  little  alteration  in  the  sewerage  and  drainage 
in  the  District.  The  Outfall  Works  at  Dursley  and  at  Wotton- 
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under-Edge  are  still  overloaded  and  of  course  conditions  have 
worsened  on  account  of  additional  sewerage  from  building  develop- 
ment. At  Wotton-under-Edge  certain  minor  improvements  have 
been  carried  out  by  the  conversion  of  existing  shallow  tanks  to 
humus  chambers  and  the  enlarging  of  existing  sludge  drying  beds. 
This  has  brought  about  .pme  small  improvement  in  the  effluent 
discharging  to  the  Eittle  Avon  River  but  the  works  still  cannot  be 
considered  satisfactory  to  deal  with  the  voluminous  sewage  now 
discharging  into  the  works. 

The  Comprehensive  Scheme  for  the  District  has  still  not  yet 
received  final  approval  of  the  Ministry  as  information  regarding 
quantity  and  nature  of  the  trade  wastes  were  still  required.  Further 
gaugings  of  trade  wastes  from  Messrs.  R.  A.  Lister’s  Works  were 
taken  and  meter  temporarily  installed  for  that  purpose  and  also 
further  gauging;^  were  taken  at  the  Coaley  Outfall  Works. 

9. _K\TENSI()N  of  COUNCIL'S  SFVVER,  OLDHILL  LANE. 

STINCHCOMBE 

A Scheme  was  prepared  and  submitted  to  the  Ministry  of 
Housing  and  Local  Government  for  the  extension  to  the  Council’s 
sewer  for  properties  situated  at  Oldhill  Lane,  Stinchcombe. 

10. —public  conveniences 

The  erection  of  a Public  Convenience  at  Cam  was  completed. 

11. — CAR  PARKS 
May  Lane. 

Surveys  and  levels  were  taken  at  May  Lane  Car  Park  and 
Plans  prepared  for  a Scheme  for  the  provision  of  a Bus  Station 
and  Car  Park  for  16  cars.  These  were  submitted,  together  with 
Bills  of  Quantity  of  estimated  cost  to  the  Ministry  of  Transport 
and  a Licence  was  eventually  issued.  Work  was  subsequently 
completed  during  the  year,  together  with  the  erection  of  a Bus 
Shelter. 

12. — PLAYING  FIELDS 
Woodfield  Estate. 

Swings  and  a slide  with  a tarmac  area  were  provided  and 
erected. 

!3._C0UNCIL  offices 

Conversion  of  Offices  into  toilet  accommodation  was  com- 
pleted during  the  year  by  direct  labour. 


50 


Tap, 

Cotswold 
Dairy, 
Nympsfield 
(Council's 
j Supply) 

1 29.9.53 

1 

Chlorinated 

1,100 

1,480 

1 

Absent 

B.  Coli 

type  11 

Tap, 

The  Dairy, 
Duisley 
(Council’s 
Supply) 

29.9.53 

1 

Chlorinated 

4 

3 

0 

Absent 

Tap,  2, 
Iiinocks 
Estate, 

North  Nibley 
(Council’s 
Supply) 

i 

i 19.8.53 

1 

j ; 

i 

Chlorinated 

Less  than  1 

j 

Less  than  1 

0 

Absent 

1 

! Tap,  2 
Little  Acre, 
Wotton- 
under-Edge 
(Council's 
Supply) 

■a 

i/'i  03  r<"i  0 C 

06  .£  ^ 

2:  0 1 

u 

Collecting 

Chamber, 

Millend 

Supply, 

North 

Nibley 

28.7.53  ' 

342 

332 

10 

16 

nil 

nil 

nil 

0.83 

294 

65 

229 

7.3 

nil 

i 

, 3 

13 

1 

8 

^ Tap,  3 
Rosebery 
j Terrace, 

1 Durslcy 
(Council’s 
Supply) 

27.6.53 

1 

Chlorinated 

1 

3 

0 

Absent 

Tap  in  Core 
Shop,  The 
Foundry, 

R.  A.  Lister, 
Dursley 

27.6.53 

1 

1 

i 

Chlorinated 

1 

Less  than  1 

0 

Absent 

Tap  at  3, 
Bristol  Rd., 
Cambridge 
(Gloucester 
Corporation 
—Bulk 
Supply) 

1 

10.6.53 

Chlorinated 

2 

220 

0 

Absent 
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Parish 

Estimated 

Popula- 

tion, 

Based  on 

Inhabited 

Properties 

No.  of 
Properties 
in  Parish 

No.  of  P 

connecte 
piped  wat 
(includin 
pipe  su 

Meter 

roperties 
d with  a 
er  supply 
g Stand- 
pplies) 

Domestic, 

etc. 

Houses 
supplied 
by  Stand- 
pipes 

Cam . . 

3,720 

1,221 

51 

1 ,089 

52 

Coaley 

694 

232 

6 

158 

52 

Dursley 

4,640 

1,613 

46 

1,468 

70 

Kingswood 

958 

331 

15 

263 

39 

North  Nibley  . . 

778 

262 

33 

117 

40 

Nympsfield 

284 

93 

9 

68 

4 

Slimbridge 

862 

286 

52 

190 

41 

Stinchcombe  . . 

386 

132 

28 

82 

6 

Uley 

1 ,002 

330 

12 

262 

44 

Owlpen 

51 

17 

— 

— 

Wotton-under-Edge 

3,675 

1,252 

31 

1,046 

123 

17,050 

5,7fi9 

CONNECTIONS  TO  WATER  MAINS 

During  1953  the  following  connections  were  made  to  the 
Council’s  water  mains: — 


No.  of 

Parish 

houses 

Aleter 

Total 

connected 

Dursley  . . 

1 

2 

3 

Cam 

69 

3 

72 

Coaley 

5 

5 

Slimbridge 

1 

1 

Stinchcombe 

6 

1 

7 

North  Nibley 

1 

— 

1 

Wotton-under-Edge 

6 

— ■ 

6 

Kingswood 

2 

— 

2 

Uley 

1 

1 

2 

Nympsfield 

— 

— 

— 

« 

92 

7 

99 

1 
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14.— PUBLIC  CLEANSING 


Refuse  Disposal. 

Throughout  the  Year  refuse  from  the  whole  District  has  been 
disposed  of  at  Synwell  Refuse  Tip,  Wotton-under-Edge.  Although 
refuse  on  this  tip  has  been  disposed  of  in  close  proximity  to  houses 
no  nuisances  have  arisen.  It  has  been  found  a great  advantage 
to  dispose  of  all  refuse  at  one  central  point  as  personnel  and 
equipment  for  the  proper  control  of  the  tip  are  always  available. 

The  Bristol  20  Angledozer  has  continued  in  use  at  this  tip, 
and  in  addition,  a Conder  H cubic  yard  hydraulic  scraper  was 
purchased  during  the  year  for  use  with  it.  Large  wooden  flexboards 
and  railway  sleepers  have  been  used  to  make  the  temporary 
roadways  to  the  tip  surface  and  these  have  proved  invaluable. 

Refuse  Collection. 

During  the  year  no  major  alterations  have  been  made  in  the 
refuse  collection  timetable,  but  the  increase  in  the  number  of  new 
houses  in  the  Area  has  increased  the  amount  of  refuse  and  the 
time  required  to  collect  it. 

The  same  collection  vehicles  that  were  used  last  year  have 
continued  in  use,  namely  : — 

One  Shelvoke  & Drewry  Fore  and  Aft  Tipper. 

Two  Bantam  Karrier  Refuse  Wagons. 

The  second  Bantam  Karrier  has  been  used  as  a spare  vehicle, 
and  at  holiday  periods  when  an  extra  collection  vehicle  has  been 
required. 

During  1950  the  Council  decided  to  exercise  their  power  under 
Section  75  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  to  provide  and  maintain 
refuse  bins  for  householders  at  an  annual  charge  of  5/-  per  bin. 
It  is  interesting  to  note  that  since  the  initiation  of  the  scheme  542 
bins  have  been  issued.  In  addition,  all  the  pre-fabricated  bungalows 
at  Woodfield  and  Cam  were  provided  with  refuse  bins  when  they 
were  erected  and  an  annual  charge  of  5/-  is  made  in  respect  of 
these  bins. 

The  total  number  of  bins  which  had  been  issued  on  loan  by 
the  Council  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  therefore  714. 

Salvage. 


Salvage  is  collected  at  the  same  time  as  refuse  and  the  follow- 
ing table  indicates  the  total  quantities  of  salvage  materials  collected 
during  the  year  and  their  approximate  value. 


Tons 

Cwts. 

Ors. 

Lbs. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

Waste  Paper  ... 

60 

4 

1 

0 

301 

0 

0 

Scrap  Iron  

10 

16 

0 

0 

37 

0 

0 

Mixed  Metals  ... 

12 

0 

8 

36 

0 

0 

(Non-ferrous) 
Rags  

26 

0 

12 

19 

0 

0 

Total  : 

72 

18 

1 

20 

£393 

0 

0 approx 
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15.— STORAGE  OF  PETROLEUM 


During  the  Year  a considerable  amount  of  work  was  under- 
taken in  connection  with  petroleum  spirit  installations.  In  many 
instances  improvements  had  been  requested  by  previous  notices 
and  inspections  were  made  to  ensure  that  they  were  carried  out. 
Many  of  the  existing  petroleum  spirit  storage  tanks  and  pipelines 
were  subjected  to  test,  and  visits  were  made  to  the  site  when  these 
tests  wero  being  carried  out.  In  addition  it  was  necessary  in  many 
instances  to  request  that  the  electrical  installations  be  overhauled; 
and  where  applicable  the  submission  of  an  Electrician’s  Certificate 
was  asked  for  in  connection  with  the  electrical  installation  at  places 
where  petroleum  spirit  is  stored. 


16.— PREVENTION  OE  DAMAGE  BV  PENES  ACT,  1949 

During  the  Year  the  following  work  has  been  carried  out  by 
the  Pests  Officer  under  the  provisions  of  the  above  Act. 


Number  of  inspections  of  Private  Premises  2031 

(including  Council  Houses). 

Number  of  inspections  of  Business  Premises  259 

Number  of  inspections  of  Farms  90 

Number  of  inspections  of  Council  Property  45 

(excluding  Council  Houses). 

Number  of  treatments  carried  out  at  Private 

Premises  129 

Number  of  treatments  carried  out  at  Business 

Premises  164 

Number  of  treatments  carried  out  at  Council 

Properties  5 


A systematic  inspection  of  the  Ashmead  Area  of  Cam,  Wotton- 
under-Edge,  Slimbridge,  Stinchcombe  and  a part  of  Uley  has 
been  carried  out  during  the  Year  in  addition  to  all  the  routine 
work  of  inspections  and  treatments  following  complaints. 

An  increased  number  of  farms  were  inspected  during  the  Year 
and  a close  liaison  maintained  with  the  County  Pests  Officer  of  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries.  During  the  year  the  County 
Pests  Officer  had  maintenance  treatment  agreements  with  35  of  the 
farms  in  our  District. 

The  number  of  complaints  received  during  the  last  two  months 
of  the  year  was  greater  than  at  any  other  time.  As  a result  of  a wet 
Autumn  the  harvesting  was  late,  and  that  coupled  with  the  fact 
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that  the  early  Winter  was  mild  enabled  rats  to  remain  out  of  doors 
later  than  usual.  It  was  noted  in  fact  that  at  that  time  the  rats 
appeared  to  be  breeding  in  hedgerows  as  though  it  was  Spring, 
and  this  is  usually  an  indication  of  increased  trouble  in  the  months 
to  follow. 

Particular  efforts  have  been  made  to  ensure  that  Food  Premises 
are  kept  as  free  from  rat  and  mice  infestation  as  is)  practicable,  and 
the  co-operation  of  Shopkeepers  has  been  good.  The  general  rat 
proofness  of  shops  in  the  District  has  improved  during  the  year. 

Trouble  has  been  experienced  during  the  year  with  Con- 
tractors’ Huts  on  Building  Estates  or  similar  sites,  particularly  near 
huts  where  workmen  have  taken  meals  and  carelessly  thrown  down 
scraps.  The  trouble  has  been  successfully  dealt  with. 

Sewer  test  bait  and  treatments  have  been  carried  out  during 
the  year  as  follows  : 

Dursley  and  Cam  System  of  Sewers  test  baited  in  March  and 
an  infestation  found  at  Woodmancote  and  Dursley;  a treatment 
was  then  carried  out.  The  System  was  again  test  baited  in  October 
and  an  infestation  still  found  to  exist  at  Woodmancote;  a further 
treatment  was  made. 

The  Wotton-under-Edge  System  of  Sewers  was  test  baited  in 
March;  an  infestation  was  found  at  Sym  Lane  and  treated.  A 
further  test  bait  was  carried  out  in  October  and  the  System  found 
to  be  clear. 

i7._insect  pests 

In  order  that  we  may  keep  abreast  of  the  latest  treatments 
in  connection  with  the  destruction  of  insect  pests  such  as  ants  and 
cockroaches  some  treatments  have  been  undertaken  during  the 
year.  Most  of  the  treatments  have  been  at  premises  where  a real 
problem  has  been  encountered  and  the  information  obtained  has 
been  most  useful. 
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SU^^\5AR^  OF  SANITARY  INSPECTORS’  VISITS  AND 
NOTICES  SERVED  DURING  1953 

GENERAL  SANH  ATION 

No.  of 
Inspections 
or  Visits 


Water  Samples  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 

Water  Supply  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Drainage  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  294 

Stables  and  Pitiizeries  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds  ...  ...  ...  ...  38 

Factories  17 

Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  39 

Public  Conveniences  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  72 

Theatres  and  Places  of  Entertainment  ...  ...  7 

Refuse  Collection  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  81 

Refuse  Disposal  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  251 

Rats  and  Mice  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Schools  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Miscellaneous  Sanitary  Visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  140 

Petroleum  (Consolidation)  Act  ...  ...  ...  295 

Sewage  Disposal  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Ill 

Licensed  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Disposal  of  Night  Soil  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  130 

Mortuary  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

HOUSING 

Under  Public  Heath  Acts. 

No.  of  Houses  inspected  ...  ...  ...  ...  43 

Visits  paid  to  above  houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  414 

Under  Housing  Acts. 

No.  of  Houses  inspected  ...  ...  ...  ...  53 

Visits  paid  to  above  Houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  103 

Overcrowding. 

No.  of  Houses  inspected  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Visits  paid  to  above  Houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Verminous  Premises. 

No.  of  Houses  inspected  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Visits  paid  to  above  Houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Miscellaneous  Housiim  Visits  ...  ...  ...  154 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

Inquiries  in  cases  of  I.D.  ...  ...  ...  ...  26 

Visits  re  Disinfection  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Miscellaneous  Infectious  Disease  Visits  ...  ...  20 

Infant  Mortality  and  Morbidity  Survey  ...  ...  46 

Disinfestation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 
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MEAT  AND  FOOD  INSPECTION 


Inspection  of  Meat. 

Visits  to  Slaughterhouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Visits  to  Shops  and  Stalls  5 

Visits  to  other  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Visits  to  : 

Butchers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  32 

Grocers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Greengrocers  and  Fruiterers  ...  ...  ...  7 

Cowsheds  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Dairies  and  Milkshops  ...  ...  ...  ...  55 

Ice-cream  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  66 

Restaurants  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Mobile  Snackbar  and  Vehicles  ...  ...  ...  9 

Visits  re  : 

Condemnation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ..  31 

Visits  in  connection  with  sampling  : 

Milk.  Pasteurised  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Bacteriological  ...  ...  ...  ...  75 

Miscellaneous  Food  Visits  ...  ...  ...  7 

Ice-cream  Samples  ...  ...  ...  ...  44 

Ice-Lolly  Samples  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Bottle  Rinses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

NOTICES  SERVED 

No.  of  Informal  Notices  served  ...  ...  ...  60 

No.  of  Informal  Notices  complied  with  ...  ...  66 

No.  of  Statutory  Notices  served  ...  ...  ...  12 

No.  of  Statutory  Notices  complied  with  ...  ...  8 

I am,  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant. 

H.  .1.  DIMERY, 


Engineer  and  Surveyor  and  Chief 
Sanitary  Inspector. 
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